
“The great recession has pro-
duced two waves of demand for
the community colleges. First,
and most obvious, the large num-
bers of unemployed and displaced
workers, many of them without
any post-secondary experience,
who are looking for skills where
they can obtain sustainable work.
. . . The ability of colleges to
expand their offerings and deal
with the needs of these unem-
ployed adults played a significant
role in many communities.” 

“However, there is another
important wave of individuals
who are currently coming to com-
munity colleges — and in the long
run may prove even more vital to
the future of these institutions. As

incomes in American families
continue to fall or experience no
growth, and the price of college
continues to rise, many parents are
considering the community
college as the first and essential
part of their post-secondary plans
for a four-year degree.”

“Community college enroll-
ments are swollen with younger
students, taking almost full credit
hour workloads, who have as their
main goal of transferring to a
four–year college. They are look-
ing at programs, courses in work-
force areas that complement what
can be found in four-year pro-
grams..... These are students who
assume the college degree is a
gateway to success and are less

interested in short-term skills
training for immediate employ-
ment.”

Not Incompatible

“These two markets are not
incompatible, but serving both
strains the community colleges
programs and activities. In reality,
unless there are strong ideological
convictions to serve low-income
individuals, coupled with funds, it
appears likely that the college
will find serving the mission of
preserving the middle class will
trump the demands of low income
citizens. Maintaining the middle
class poses fewer resources chal-
lenges, fits the image of the staff,

and tends to reinforce the newly
acquired status the community
college has finally earned among
our four-year counterparts.”

“These are not the only issues,
but they are important for
community colleges and policy
makers to consider. One of the
reasons the American community
college has played such a role in
the American economy is its abil-
ity to change and adapt to the new
demands of employers, students
and their communities. We appear
to be at this juncture. The issue is
whether we have a commitment,
resources and the political will to
take on some of these challenges
and remain relevant to the needs
of American society.” 

www.ccweek.com Nov. 29,  2010 9

Fastest-Growing
Public Two-Year Colleges
Fall 2008 to Fall 2009

TOP 
50

Fastest-Growing
Public Two-Year Colleges
Fall 2008 to Fall 2009

TOP 
50

1 Ivy Tech Community College-Northwest Ind. 5752 8117 2365 41%
2 El Camino College-Compton Center Calif. 4915 6592 1677 34%
3 Texas State Technical College Waco Texas 5093 6816 1723 34%
4 Ivy Tech Community College-Kokomo Ind. 3895 5088 1193 31%
5 Ivy Tech Community College-Northcentral Ind. 6189 7857 1668 27%
6 McHenry County College Ill. 5374 6811 1437 27%
7 Oklahoma State University-Oklahoma City Okla. 5871 7367 1496 25%
8 Athens Technical College Ga. 4137 5159 1022 25%
9 Central Georgia Technical College Ga. 5588 6948 1360 24%

10 Griffin Technical College Ga. 4174 5185 1011 24%
11 Gwinnett Technical College Ga. 5383 6624 1241 23%
12 Kansas City Kansas Community College Kan. 5820 7137 1317 23%
13 Gaston College N.C. 5334 6507 1173 22%
14 Eastern Iowa Community College District Iowa 6975 8480 1505 22%
15 Spartanburg Community College S.C. 4701 5713 1012 22%
16 Indian Hills Community College Iowa 4229 5137 908 21%
17 Pueblo Community College Colo. 5437 6592 1155 21%
18 City Colleges of Chicago-Malcolm X College Ill. 7201 8718 1517 21%
19 Western Technical College-La Crosse Wis. 4605 5573 968 21%
20 Elizabethtown Community and Technical College Ky. 5758 6913 1155 20%
21 Central Florida Community College Fla. 6923 8289 1366 20%
22 Savannah Technical College Ga. 4580 5482 902 20%
23 Central Oregon Community College Ore. 5233 6261 1028 20%
24 Red Rocks Community College Colo. 7667 9143 1476 19%
25 Alamance Community College N.C. 4620 5508 888 19%
26 Alvin Community College Texas 4402 5240 838 19%
27 York Technical College S.C. 5098 6034 936 18%
28 Gadsden State Community College Ala. 5803 6856 1053 18%
29 Ivy Tech Community College-East Central Ind. 6915 8159 1244 18%
30 Tri-County Technical College S.C. 5730 6758 1028 18%
31 Paris Junior College Texas 4733 5580 847 18%
32 Southwest Texas Junior College Texas 4910 5767 857 17%
33 Horry-Georgetown Technical College S.C. 6187 7252 1065 17%
34 Gateway Technical College Wis. 7219 8458 1239 17%
35 Columbia State Community College Tenn. 4770 5581 811 17%
36 Jackson Community College Mich. 6606 7729 1123 17%
37 Community College of Aurora Colo. 5384 6293 909 17%
38 Darton College Ga. 5018 5848 830 17%
39 North Idaho College Idaho 4856 5659 803 17%
40 Finger Lakes Community College N.Y. 5750 6699 949 17%
41 Florence-Darlington Technical College S.C. 4505 5242 737 16%
42 Forsyth Technical Community College N.C. 7881 9144 1263 16%
43 Trinity Valley Community College Texas 6046 7012 966 16%
44 Central Arizona College Ariz. 5865 6795 930 16%
45 McLennan Community College Texas 7884 9128 1244 16%
46 Rogue Community College Ore. 4610 5335 725 16%
47 Ivy Tech Community College-Southwest Ind. 5351 6189 838 16%
48 Kilgore College Texas 5513 6375 862 16%
49 Quinsigamond Community College Mass. 7227 8349 1122 16%
50 Bossier Parish Community College La. 4665 5388 723 15%
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1 Stark State College of Technology Ohio 9252 12261 3009 33%
2 Community College of Denver Colo. 8250 10918 2668 32%
3 Ivy Tech Community College-Northeast Ind. 7871 10291 2420 31%
4 Cuyahoga Community College District Ohio 23234 29807 6573 28%
5 Edison State College Fla. 13007 16034 3027 23%
6 Cincinnati State Technical and Community College Ohio 8145 10016 1871 23%
7 Northwest Vista College Texas 11961 14587 2626 22%
8 South Texas College Texas 21666 26338 4672 22%
9 Vincennes University Ind. 11590 13947 2357 20%

10 Guilford Technical Community College N.C. 11226 13432 2206 20%
11 Front Range Community College Colo. 15695 18713 3018 19%
12 Delgado Community College La. 15968 19037 3069 19%
13 Elgin Community College Ill. 9821 11704 1883 19%
14 Ivy Tech Community College-Central Indiana Ind. 16415 19533 3118 19%
15 Salt Lake Community College Utah 29396 34966 5570 19%
16 Collin County Community College District Texas 21000 24872 3872 18%
17 Des Moines Area Community College Iowa 18695 22139 3444 18%
18 Pellissippi State Community College Tenn. 8743 10295 1552 18%
19 Clark College Wash. 10608 12458 1850 17%
20 Lane Community College Ore. 10826 12691 1865 17%
21 Kirkwood Community College Iowa 15241 17841 2600 17%
22 Seminole Community College Fla. 14049 16417 2368 17%
23 Pasco-Hernando Community College Fla. 8602 10036 1434 17%
24 Columbus State Community College Ohio 24482 28539 4057 17%
25 Trident Technical College S.C. 12763 14834 2071 16%
26 Ozarks Technical Community College Mo. 11116 12884 1768 16%
27 Bunker Hill Community College Mass. 9497 11007 1510 16%
28 CUNY Kingsborough Community College N.Y. 15739 18204 2465 16%
29 Daytona State College Fla. 15030 17352 2322 15%
30 Hinds Community College Miss. 10151 11697 1546 15%
31 Lorain County Community College Ohio 11124 12798 1674 15%
32 North Lake College Texas 10174 11644 1470 14%
33 Portland Community College Ore. 26278 30064 3786 14%
34 Brevard Community College Fla. 15607 17853 2246 14%
35 Richland College Texas 15917 18201 2284 14%
36 Pikes Peak Community College Colo. 11873 13572 1699 14%
37 CUNY Bronx Community College N.Y. 9117 10420 1303 14%
38 The Community College of Baltimore County Md. 20673 23584 2911 14%
39 Houston Community College Texas 48169 54942 6773 14%
40 Southwest Tennessee Community College Tenn. 11427 13010 1583 14%
41 Eastfield College Texas 10501 11944 1443 14%
42 Victor Valley College Calif. 11697 13296 1599 14%
43 John C Calhoun State Community College Ala. 9694 11005 1311 14%
44 Tidewater Community College Va. 26898 30439 3541 13%
45 Waubonsee Community College Ill. 9307 10532 1225 13%
46 Prince George's Community College Md. 12110 13685 1575 13%
47 Oklahoma City Community College Okla. 12508 14114 1606 13%
48 CUNY Queensborough Community College N.Y. 13752 15507 1755 13%
49 Henry Ford Community College Mich. 15571 17542 1971 13%
50 Central New Mexico Community College N.M. 24870 27999 3129 13%
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It’s
YOUR TURN

CCW wants 
to hear from you!

Share your opinion of 
this story with us via:

ccweekblog.wordpress.com

Q Can colleges 
successfully pursue
both the equity and 
completion agendas?
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